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Dates for your diary! 

2018 

17th October 

KS4/5 Uni-Hoc Tournament 

25th October 

Spooky Disco (details overleaf) 

28th October 

School finishes for Half-Term 

5th November 

Back to school 

12th November 

Y9 Exceptional Achievement Ceremony 

Keele University 

14th November 

Parent’s Evening 

28th November 

Preparation for Adult Life Evening 

Details to follow 

13th December 

Christmas Concert—6.30pm 

Christmas Fayre—7.45pm 

18th December 

Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day 

19th December 

Christmas Carol Service @ Eccleshall 
Church—10am 

Details to follow 

20th December 

Finish school for Christmas Holidays 

7th January 

Back to school 

Academy Update:  Amanda Cameron (Principal)  
 

Welcome back! 

It was lovely to welcome back our students after the summer break and see how quickly 
everyone has settled into their new classes. Our year 7s have made an exceptional start, 

they are full of enthusiasm and have adapted to secondary school life incredibly well. 
 

Well done! 

To all our students who received their accreditation results over the summer- we are so 

proud of your achievements and will be holding a celebration evening later this term. 
 

Staffing update  

I am very pleased to say that we now have a substantive staff team in place following the 
management changes due to Mrs Carmichael’s retirement. At the end of the summer term 
Julie Wood was appointed Vice Principal, Sandra Yates Deputy Head of Care and Amy 
Dalziel, Post 16 class teacher. Jack Metcalf-Chase, James Taylor, Nicky Clifton and Kate 
Copestake have joined us as teaching assistants. We have a growing staff team in re-
sponse to our growing school population, but also to provide additional interventions for 

our students. 
 

Changes 

The main school hall has been refurbished over the holiday period for the first time in 60 
years! We have clad the walls so they can be painted, added foam panels to dampen 
down sound, replaced the skirting, door frames, notice boards and curtains. It’s all looking 
rather smart and will be so much easier to maintain in the future. We have also installed a 
new heating system in the old hall, a very large project indeed. The heating system was 
funded through a school improvement grant. We have also set up a gym and fitness suite 
in the lower school in the room next door to my office. I can vouch for the fact it’s in regular 

use as I can hear every step on the treadmills! 
 

Wellbeing and emotional support 

This continues to be a priority for Walton Hall and we have funded a health psychologist 
(Laura Campbell-Lee) for a 14 month placement with us during her doctorate studies. 
Laura is placed with us 4 days per week and is undertaking direct case work with students 
as well as providing advice and support for staff and parents.  She has previously worked 
for CAHMS and brings a wealth of expertise to our setting. Laura will be at our parent’s 
evening should anyone wish to have a chat with her. This year we also have Richard Ev-
ans working with us 1 day per week –as a dance therapy psychologist he will lead thera-
peutic interventions throughout the year. On Thursday 4th October we commence our after-
school yoga club for students (we already have one for staff) led by Kay Dawson who has 

recently trained in India. 
 

Farm 

We now have Blue –Jay, a 17 year old giant African leopard tortoise, who is proving to be 
very popular with our students. At a weight of 5 Kilos- he’s quite a beast! We are rehousing 
our indoor rabbits to a new enclosure so we can build him a new vivarium as he is far too 
big for his current housing. Blue –Jay eats a romaine lettuce everyday so if anyone could 
help by pledging a lettuce per week we would be very grateful! Again, we are very grateful 

to Npower who sent a team of staff to complete a working day for us this month. 

Looking forward to a wonderful term for all our students! 
 

Amanda Cameron 



Attendance 

Highest attendees this month are… 

CR’s Class with 98% 

Overall school attendance is 92% 

Target for all students is 96% 

Housepoints 
 

Well Done to last year’s      

winning team 

 

 

 

 

 

And last year’s winning  

Individual 
 

Noah Davies 
Of house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s  

winning team is: 
 

 

 

 

Principal’s 

Pupil of the month! 

James Loizou — DW’s Class 
 

James has made an amazing  

start to high school.  

Well Done! 

Well done to Year 12 and Mr 

Woodhams for their fantastic  ef-

fort supporting the Clean Start 

‘Make a Difference’ Litter Pick 

supported by BBC Radio Stoke, 

our school site is looking spotless! 

Walton Hall Plant Nursery 

Here is a picture 

of our show 

garden at the 

Shrewsbury 

Flower Show in 

August this year, 

we won a Gold 

medal and the 

cup you see was 

awarded to us 

from Wrekin 

Housing Trust for 

‘Most Sustaina-

ble Garden’.  A 

big thank you 

goes to all of 

those who helped this year, much appreciated. 

We are busy with our winter pansies and violas 

now, for sale at 

£2.25 for a six cell 

tray, in a variety of 

colours.  We can 

refill baskets for you 

from £10 so just get 

in touch if you are 

interested. 

Follow us on Facebook @waltonplantnursery 


